By  the  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  dated  March  23,  1891, 
Article  18,  Section  14,  it  is  prescribed  that  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  shall  “ prepare  an  Annual  Report,  to  be  made  to  the 
“end  of  December  in  each  year,  comprising  a summary  of  the 
“ action  taken  during  the  year  for  preventing  the  spread  of  disease, 
“ and  an  account  of  the  sanitary  state  of  his  district  generally  at 
“ the  end  of  the  year.  The  report  shall  also  contain  an  account 
“of  the  enquiries  which  he  has  made  as  to  conditions  injurious  to 
“health  existing  in  his  district,  and  of  the  proceedings  in  which 
“ he  has  taken  part  or  advised  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
“so  far  as  such  proceedings  relate  to  those  conditions;  and  also  an 
“ account  of  the  supervision  exercised  by  him,  or  on  his  advice, 
“ for  sanitary  purposes  over  places  and  houses  that  the  Sanitary 
“Authorities  hive  power  to  regulate,  with  the  nature  and  results 
“ of  any  proceedings  which  may  have  been  so  required  and  taken 
“ in  respect  of  the  same  during  the  year.  It  shall  also  record  the 
“ action  taken  by  him  or  on  his  advice,  during  the  year,  in  regard 
“ to  offensive  trades,  and  to  factories  and  workshops.  The  report 
“ shall  also  contain  tabular  statements  (on  forms  to  be  supplied  by 
“ the  Local  Government  Board,  or  to  the  like  effect)  of  the  sick- 
“ ness  and  mortality  within  the  district,  classified  according  to 
“ diseases,  ages,  and  localities.” 
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SANITARY  COMMITTEE. 

Chairman — Councillor  Morton. 

Vice-chairman — Councillor  Calcott. 

The  Mayor. 
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AT  12  O’CLOCK  NOON. 


CITY  HOSPITAL  COMMITTEE. 

Alderman  Farish. 

Councillors  Calcott,  Clements,  Morton,  West, 

Smith. 


FIX  ED  MEETINGS — E VER  r A L TERN  A TE  M ON  DA  Y, 


Being  the  day  preceding  the  fortnightly  meeting  of  the  Sanitary 

Com  mittee 


AT  3 p.m.,  AT  THE  CITY  HOSPITAL. 


COVENTRY  URBAN  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


->$55f-0  >A>cf^ES=5<-- 


THE 


OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

'O'  ^ 


it)C  JJXqijqF}  nTHdormcn  and  Councillors  lip©  Coupby  ©nd 

City  ©|*  Coventry. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I Leg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1894,  upon  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  your  district,  with 
an  account  of  the  steps  taken  in  the  administration  of  the  laws  for  the 
protection  and  improvement  of  the  public  health  of  the  City,  together 
with  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  Sanitary  department  of  your 
service  for  the  past  year. 


The  following  are,  briefly,  the  main  features  that  characterised  the 

year. 

The  vital  statistics  show  a continued  falling  off  in  the  birth  rate, 
while  the  marriage  rate  was  somewhat  higher  than  in  1893. 


The  death  rate  was  the  lowest  on  record,  with  one  exception,  1892, 
but  the  rate  from  Zymotic  disease  was  considerably  higher. 
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Zymotic  disease  was  prevalent  to  an  unusual  extent  throughout 
the  whole  year,  extensive  epidemics  of  measles,  scarlet  fever  and 
whooping-cough  contributing  a large  number  of  fatalities.  Outbreaks 
of  small -pox  also  took  place. 

■ • - »v  ■ 

The  death  rate  amongst  infants  under  one  year  was  still  consider- 
ably above  the  average  for  Coventry. 

The  growth  of  the  population  of  the  district  continued,  and  was 
evidenced  by  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  and  the  erection  and 
occupation  of  197  new  dwellings,  though,  perhaps,  this  increase  was 
less  marked  than  in  recent  years. 

With  regard  to  the  conditions  of  the  local  trades,  and  the  earnings 
obtainable  by  the  working-class  community,  these  were  only  moderate, 
Coventry  suffering  in  common  with  the  country  generally.  In  the  old 
staple  industries  of  the  city,  as  the  watch  and  ribbon  trades,  the 
operatives  have  been  almost  without  employment,  but  great  numbers 
of  them  have  turned  their  hands  to  other  means  of  livelihood. 

The  returns  obtained  from  Mr.  Arch,  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians 
of  the  Poor,  show  that  the  amount  dispensed  in  outdoor  relief  was 
<£112  in  excess  of  the  average  for  the  previous  five  years,  and  the 
number  of  persons  thus  relieved  exceeded  the  average  for  the  same 
time  by  271.  The  number  of  paupers  in  the  workhouse  was  68  above 
the  average.  Doubtless  a certain  amount  of  this  increase  is  due  to 
trade  depression  and  absence  of  employment,  but  it  must  also  be  borne 
in  mind  that  with  the  growth  of  the  population  there  must  be  a 
proportional  increase  in  the  number  of  aged  and  decrepid  individuals 
and  others  who,  from  a variety  of  causes,  are  forced  to  seek  relief  at 
the  hands  of  the  Guardians, 
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COUNTY  AND  CITY  OF  COVENTRY. 


The  following  Table  records  the  vital  statistics  and  general  growth 
of  the  Citg,  as  far  as  information  can  be  acquired. 

Coventry  was  constituted  a srparate  County  by  Charter  of 
Henrv  VI,  1451. 

Incorporated  with  the  County  of  Warwick,  1842. 

Constituted  a separate  County  again,  1888. 

Area  = 3.126  acres. 

Density  of  population  = 17*6  per  acre. 


Year. 

Houses 

Inhabited. 

Vacant 

Building 

Population 

Mortality 

Zymotic 

Mortality 

Heaths 
uimer  one 
year  per 
iooo  hoi  n 

Birth  Rate 

1586 

6,502 

1645 

9,500 

1723 

1,934 

1748 

2,066 

12,817 

32  ? 

35  ? 

1801 

2,930 

16,034 



..... 

1811 

3,448 

*60 

12 

17,923 

1821 

3,729 

*114 

38 

21,448 

1831 

5,444 

*421 

22 

27,298 





1841 

6,531 

*590 

43 

31,032 

Ten  Years 

’ Average. 

1851 

7,783 

*151 

111 

36,812 

27 

1861 

8,991 

*1,026 

24 

40,936 

25 

...  ... 

1871 

8,535 

*816 

4 

37,670 

22 

1881 

9,223 

*643 

43 

42,111 

20 

3-3 

150 

35  4 

1891 

11,496 

*284 

117 

52,720 

18-5 

V 

1-7 



142 

32 

J 

1884 

10,180 

92 

153 

44,500 

19  3 

2 3 

166 

34  8 

1885 

10,296 

164 

188 

45,000 

171 

.78 

114 

34-2 

1886 

10,334 

286 

160 

45,500 

20  1 

37 

151 

33 

1887 

10,470 

349 

199 

46,500 

17  1 

1*4 

131 

30-8 

1888 

10,602 

370 

166 

47,500 

17  3 

1-2 

151 

28-8 

1889 

10,988 

215 

93 

48,500 

18  8 

2-3 

148 

30-9 

1890 

11,277 

112 

201 

49,500 

20  4 

19 

150 

31-3 

1891 

11,496 

*284 

117 

52,720 

19  6 

1-6 

157 

321 

1892 

11,789 

114 

92 

54,000 

15  4 

■85 

117 

31-7 

1893 

11,989 

165 

79 

54,700 

171 

IT 

160 

29-9 

1894 

12,134 

213 

56 

55,300 

161 

21 

157 

28  9 

* This  number  includes  all  business  offices,  whether  in  dwelling  houses  or 
factories,  if  not  occupied  on  the  night  the  Census  was  taken. 
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Population. 


The  natural  increase  of  the  population,  or  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths,  during  the  year  1894  amounted  to  713,  against  an  average 
increase  of  661  during  the  last  ten  years. 

Estimating  the  increase  of  the  population  in  this  way  since  the  date 
of  the  last  census  the  following  results  are  obtained 


Population  at  date  of  Census,  April  5th,  1891  52,724 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  to  Midsummer, 

1894  ..  ...  ...  2,536 


Population,  Midsummer,  1894  ...  ...  55,260 

An  estimate  founded  upon  the  number  of  houses  inhabited  gives 
somewhat  larger  population  . — ^ 


Number  of  inhabited  houses,  Midsum- 
mer, 1893 

New  houses  built  and  occupied  to  Mid- 
summer, 1894... 


Deduct  20  houses  demolished  during  the 
year,  and  an  excess  of  48  houses 
uninhabited  in  1894  over  1893 
Houses  inhabited  Midsummer,  1894 
Persons  per  house 


Vacant 

11,989  165 

193  213 

12,182 

—68 

12,114 
X 4*58 


Population  ...  55,482 


a 


For  the  purpose  of  the  statistics  in  this  Report  I have  taken  the 
mean  population  for  the  year,  or  (hat  existing  at  Midsummer 
as  55,300. 


New  Buildings  and  Growth  of  the  Wards. 

The  undermentioned  plans  were  presented  for  the  erection  of  new 
buildings  to  your  Authority,  and  were  approved  of,  or  amended  after 
examination  by  your  Building  Surveyor  and  Medical  Officer  where 
necessary. 

Alterations  and 

Dwelling  Houses.  Factories.  Additions.  Various.  Total. 

180  15  73  16  284 

There  was  a decrease  of  26  in  the  number  of  houses,  for  the 
erection  of  which  plans  were  presented. 


BUILDINGS  COMPLETED  IN  THE  YEAR  1894. 


Houses. 

200 


Additions  and 

Factories.  Alterations.  Various. 
18  60  12 


Total. 

290 


The  houses  built  exceeded  the  previous  year  by  one,  and  were 
83  more  than  in  1892. 

The  following  table  shows  the  growth  of  the  population,  and  the 


progress  of  building  operations,  with  the  death  rate  in  the  different 
divisions  of  the  city. 


Wards. 

Occupied 

Houses 

1891. 

Vacant 

Houses 

1891. 

Built  since 

1891. 

V acant 

Houses 

1894. 

Demolished 

since  1891. 

Estimated 

Population 

1894. 

Persr  ns  1 
per  House.  I 

Death  Rate. 

1894. 

A verage 

Death  Rate 

for  past 

4 Years. 

Grosford-street  ... 

2,876 

32 

269 

42 

11 

13,881 

4*45 

7 r 

13*8 

14*8 

Bishop-street 

2,742 

24 

227 

40 

0 

13,229 

4*48 

14*8 

16*2 

Earl-street 

2,182 

67 

165 

45 

9 

11,016 

4*70 

13*2 

14*3 

White  Friars’  ... 

1,935 

117 

17 

48 

8 

8,873 

4*56 

14*9 

15  7 

Spon-street 

1,755 

44 

54 

38 

32 

8,477 

4*77 

14*4 

14*0 

11,490 

284 

732 

213 

60 

55,476 

These  rates  are  lower  than  that  for  the  City  at  large,  as  Deaths  in  Public 
Institutions  are  excluded. 


It  will  be  seen  that  Gosford  Street  Ward  continues  to  be  the  chief 
centre  of  activity  as  regards  building  operations  and  growth  of 
inhabitants,  having  considerably  outgrown  Bishop  Street,  that  headed 
the  list  for  so  many  years.  White  Friars  still  remains  almost 
stationary,  notwithstanding  the  large  area  added  to  it  in  the  readjust- 
ment of  the  boundaries. 


Marriages. 

The  number  of  marriages  exceeded  that  in  the  former  year  by  48, 
and  the  rate  was  ‘8  per  1,000  higher. 


YEAR. 

MARRIAGES. 

RATE. 

RATE  FOR  ENGLAND. 

1891 

441 

8-3 

15*6 

1892 

416 

7*7 

15*4 

1893 

403 

7*3 

14*7 

1894 

451 

8*1 

Not  yet  published 

Births. 

Holy  Trinity  Parish  ...  487  + 502  = 989  Illegitimate  births  30 

St.  John’s  Parish  ...  292  + 323  = 615  Percentage  of  do.  1*8 


779  + 825  = 1604 

The  birth  rate  was  one  per  1,000  lower  than  in  1893,  it  having 
fallen  steadily  for  the  last  fifteen  years.  In  the  ten  years  ending  1881, 
the  rate  was  35*4.  On  this  subject  the  Registrar  General  in  his  last 
quarterly  Report  makes  the  following  remarks: — “The  birth  rate  in 
England  and  Wales  in  1894  was  29 • 6 — the  lowest  ever  recorded,  and 
was  two  per  1,000  below  the  mean  rate  in  the  ten  years  1884  to  1893. 
In  the  first  seven  years  of  that  period  the  birth  rate  had  continuously 
declined  from  33-6  to  30*2.” 

Deaths. 

Holy  Trinity  Parish 245  + 243  = 488 

St.  John’s  Parish  ...  207  + 208  = 413 

452  + 451  = 903 

The  rate  of  mortality  throughout  the  Kingdom  generally  last  year 
fell  to  an  unprecedented  figure.  Vide  Registrar  General’s  Report : 
“The  death  rate,  16*6,  was  most  remarkable,  being  not  only  the  lowest 
recorded,  but  so  much  as  1*5  per  1,000  under  the  lowest  previous  rate, 
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viz.,  18*1,  in  1888.”  ‘‘The  death  rate  in  1894  was  also  2-6  per  1,000 
below  the  mean  annual  rate  for  the  preceding  ten  years.” 

The  rate  in  Coventry  was  1 per  1,000  lower  than  in  1893,  and 
was  1*8  under  the  mean  annual  rate  for  the  last  ten  years.  It  was  the 
lowest  recorded  with  one  exception,  viz.,  15 -4  in  1892.  The  rate  from 
all  causes,  with  the  exception  of  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Scarlet 
Fever,  was  unusually  low,  but,  unfortunately,  there  were,  from  these 
three  diseases,  82  deaths,  or  an  addition  of  1*6  per  1,000  to  the  general 
rate,  but  notwithstanding  this,  the  rate  is  1 per  1,000  less  than  the 
average  for  one  hundred  large  towns  taken  by  the  Registrar  General  as 
representing  the  Urban  population  of  England  and  Wales. 

In  comparison  with  the  other  large  Midland  towns,  Coventry  does 
not  come  out  at  the  head  with  the  most  favourable  statistics,  as  in  last 
year  ; on  the  contrary,  it  has  gone  down  to  fifth  on  the  list.  It  may  be 
remarked,  however,  that  the  ratps  in  several  of  these  towns  were  quite 
exceptional,  in  one  instance  falling  over  six  per  1,000,  as  compared 
with  the  former  year.  Such  rates  have  never  been  approached  previously, 
nor  are  they  likely  to  be  maintained. 


Town. 

Population 

1894. 

Birth 

Kate. 

Death 

Kate 

1994. 

Death 

Rate 

1893. 

Zymotic 

Death 

Kate. 

Deaths  under 
one  year  per 
1000  Births. 

Birmingham  ... 

492,301 

31  6 

18-2 

21-5 

2 4 

164 

Nottingham  ... 

223,584 

28  5 

171 

18  4 

2-3 

172 

Leicester 

189,136 

31-6 

14-4 

19-9 

1-9 

161-9 

Derby  ... 

98,796 

29-2 

15-1 

18-2 

1-5 

121 

W ol  v erhampton 

85,836 

34- 

20-2 

22- 

3-7 

167 

N ortliampton 

63,758 

29 '03 

14-2 

17* 

1-3 

136-1 

West  Bromwich 

60,000 

36-8 

15-9 

221 

1-7 

152 

COVENTRY  ••• 

55.300 

28  9 

16  1 

!7'l 

2*1 

158 

Worcester 

43,735 

29-6 

16-4 

19-2 

1-3 

141 

England 

30,060,763 

29*6 

16.6 

19-2 

1-76 

137 

Urban  Population, 

100  large  towns  ... 

20,252,051 

17-1 

20-2 

Rural  Population 

9,808,712 

15-6 

17.4 

Of  the  total  number  of  903  deaths,  in  843  instances  the  cause  was 
certified  by  a medical  practitioner,  or  93'4  per  cent,  against  91  3 for 
the  country  generally.  In  33  cases,  Inquests  were  held,  or  3’7  per 
cent,  against  6 3 per  cent.,  and  in  27  instances  the  deaths  were 
uncertified,  or  three  per  cent,  against  3-3  for  the  whole  of  England. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  recorded  was  60  less  than  in  the 
former  year  ; there  were,  however,  56  more  deaths  from  Zymotic  disease, 
therefore,  there  must  have  been  a diminution  of  116  from  other  causes. 
This  reduction  does  not  occur  under  any  particular  heading,  the 
mortality  from  all  causes  (Zymotic  diseases  excepted)  being  lower. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  rate  of  mortality  in  infants  continues  much  higher  than  it 
ought  to  be.  Out  of  every  1,000  children  born  158  died  in  their 
first  year,  against  160  in  1893,  and  an  average  of  144  for  the  past  ten 
years.  The  rate  for  the  ten  years  ending  1886  was  only  139,  so  that 
•there  has  really  been  no  improvement,  rather  the  opposite,  in  Coventry 
for  the  last  twenty  years  in  this  respect,  indeed  Sanitary  Science  has 
done  less  in  this  direction  than  in  any  portion  of  the  wide  field  it 
embraces.  This  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  cause  lies  in  the  daily 
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personal  attention  the  infant  receives,  or  the  lack  of  it,  and  the  nature 
and  character  of  the  food  administered,  and  other  domestic  circum- 
stances that  cannot  be  controlled  by  law.  Last  year  owing  to  the 
low  summer  and  autumn  temperature  there  was  an  absence  of 
infantile  diarrhoea,  which  is  usually  so  fatal  in  that  season,  and  there 
were  consequently  30  fewer  deaths  from  this  oause,  but  unfortunately 
there  were  28  fatalities  from  whooping  cough  and  measles,  so  that  there 
was  no  gain  on  the  whole. 

Zymotic  Disease. 

Diseases  of  this  class,  especially  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and 
Scarlet  Fever,  were  more  prevalent  than  for  many  years  previously. 
The  district  was  never  free,  in  fact,  it  was  a succession  of  epidemics 
throughout  the  whole  year.  In  the  early  months  Whooping  Cough 
prevailed,  producing  25  deaths.  This  was  succeeded  by  the  most 
extensive  epidemic  of  Measles  that  Coventry  has  ever  suffered  from. 
An  outbreak  of  Small-pox  followed  in  the  summer  months,  after  which 
Scarlet  Fever  broke  out,  and  continued  until  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  only  creditable  feature  of  the  years  record  under  this  heading 
was  the  comparative  absence  of  Enteric  Fever,  Diphtheria,  or  other 
diseases  having  their  origin  in  filthy  conditions,  the  presence  of  which 
implies  neglected  sanitation. 

As  the  result  of  this  great  prevalence  of  infectious  disease,  the 
Zymotic  death  rate  was  one  per  1,000  higher  than  in  1893,  and  *5 
higher  than  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years.  Of  117  deaths  recorded 
from  diseases  of  this  class,  93  were  due  to  Measles,  Whooping  Cough, 
or  Scarlet  Fever. 

The  Compulsory  Notification  of  Infectious 

Diseases  Act. 

Under  this  Act  2,910  certificates  were  received,  as  against  308 
in  U93 


j 

P 

rd 

V 

U* 

j March. 

April. 

Ct 

2 

V 
£ 
i— < 

1 — ) 

1 — > 

fcl) 

< 

Ah 

OJ 

C/3 

4-> 

CJ 

o 

O 

2 

U 

V 

Q 

CD 

OO 

i — 1 

K> 

CD 

CO 

i — 1 

eg 

CD 

CO 

i — i 

Small  Pox 

2 

i 

16 

1 

2 

22 

30 

l 

Cholera 

Diphtheria 

1 

5 

1 

i 

A 

2 

2 

1 

1 

14 

6 

6 

Mem.  Cioup 

1 

3 

2 

1 

7 

4 

18 

Frys  pelas 

9 

12 

15 

8 

11 

4 

11 

3 

1& 

8 

9 

7 

109 

145 

68 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

2 

3 

7 

8 

8 

18 

43 

71 

110 

74 

37, 

385 

30 

37 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

1 

4 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

14 

40 

53 

Continued  Fever 

1 

1 

5 

4 

Pueiperal  Fever 

1 

1 

3 

5 

9 

13 

Measles 

43 

80 

581 

1261 

I 

272 

57 

27 

18 

6 

3 

5 

0 

2353 

39 

305 

61 

100 

605 

1280 

293 

87 

60 

71 

94 

123 

91 

45 

2910 

308 

500 

10 


Time  and  experience  has  revealed  certain  defects  in  this  Act  to 
which  I directed  die  attention  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  in  a Report 
dated  the  9th  of  January,  1894,  and  which  ought  now  to  he  amended. 
The  notification  of  cases  of  Erysipelas  and  Membranous  Croup  is 
unnecessary.  It  conveys  no  useful  information  to  the  Sanitary 
Authoritiry.  1 14  such  cases  were  notified  last  year,  and  in  not 
a single  instance  did  the  inspections  and  inquiries  that  ensued 
< bring  to  light  any  insanitary  defects  that  might  be  productive  of 
disease.  On  the  other  hand  Whooping  Cough  is  a most  infectious 
disease,  and  by  judicious  isolation  may  easily  be  prevented.  A child 
attending  school  while  affected  with  it  might  quickly  light  up  an 
epidemic,  and  this  frequently  takes  place.  The  mortality  from  it  is 
great,  last  year  it  was  more  fatal  than  any  other  disease  of  its  class, 
having  caused  no  less  than  11,730  deaths  in  England.  Yet  its  existence 
has  so  far  been  ignored  so  far  as  preventive  measures  are  concerned. 
It  ought  to  be  included  in  the  Act. 

Measles. 

The  epidemic  of  Measles  commenced  early  in  the  year,  reached  its 
climax  in  April,  and  rapidly  decreased,  having  quite  disappeared  from 
the  City  by  the  end  of  August.  2,353  cases  were  notified,  and  of 
these  54  proved  fatal,  a mortality  of  2*2  per  cent. 

The  outbreak  commenced  in  the  Butts  and  Spon-street  district 
where  the  schools  were  badly  infected  at  first.  From  thence  it  spread 
generally  until  the  whole  City  was  involved,  and  all  schools  were 
infected.  The  epidemic  would  appear  to  be  the  most  extensive 
ever  recorded,  but  this  may  arise  merely  from  the  fact  that  under  the 
present  system  all  cases  are  notified,  whereas  in  former  epidemics  no 
such  system  existed,  and  only  a proportion  of  the  cases  were  known  of. 
There  was  therefore  no  means  of  estimating  the  extent  of  such  out- 
breaks. 

Precautions  Adopted  to  Prevent  the  Spread  of  the 
Disease. — The  prevention  of  the  spread  of  Measles  is  extremely 
difficult,  owing  to  the  early  period  at  which  it  becomes  infectious,  before 
any  pronounced  symptoms  occur.  Indeed  I have  tolerably  conclusive 
evidence  to  show  that  infected  persons  are  capable  of  disseminating  the 
disease  before  any  indisposition  is  felt  on  their  part.  Isolation  is  the 
most  effective  means  to  be  adopted,  and  every  case  notified  was  visited 
and  isolation  at  home  was  advised.  Children  from  infected  homes 
were  stopped  from  attending  school,  notice  of  the  cause  of  absence 
being  sent  to  the  schools,  and  printed  instructions  as  to  precautions 
were  circulated.  Partial  closure  of  schools  was  at  first  tried,  and 
subsequently  all  the  schools  in  the  City  were  closed  for  a period  of  six 
weeks,  with  a very  marked  effect  in  the  reduction  of  the  prevalence 
of  the  disease. 

This  step  is  not  adopted  by  all  Sanitary  Authorities,  and  it  is 
objected  to  strongly  by  school  managers  as  harassing  and  injurious  to 
educational  interests.  It  is,  therefore,  necessary  that  you  should  have 
good  grounds  for  adopting  this  procedure. 

The  Coventry  experience,  so  far  as  1 can  read  it,  proves 
unmistakably  that  the  schools  play  a most  important  part  in  the 
dissemination  of  the  disease,  and  their  closure  has  invariably  been 
followed  by  a marked  and  significant  reduction  in  the  number  of  cases 
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coming  to  notice,  and  subsequently  by  a complete  cessation  of  the 
outbreak.  If  the  epidemic  is  at  all  general,  all  schools  must  be  closed 
if  the  measure  is  to  be  effective.  Closure  of  infant  schools,  or  the 
partial  closure  of  the  more  infected  ones,  is  useless.  Last  year,  when 
the  general  closing  order  was  made,  the  teachers  of  Radford  School 
protested  that  they  had  no  cases,  their  examination  was  pending,  and 
they  were  isolated  from  Coventry.  Under  the  circumstances  the  School 
was  allowed  to  remain  open,  but  in  less  than  three  weeks  66  per  cent,  of 
the  children  were  away  in  consequence  of  the  disease,  and  the 
managers  applied  to  have  the  compulsory  closing  order  applied  to  the 
school. 


The  following  are  the  weekly  returns  of  the  cases  notified  just 
previous,  and  subsequent  to  the  general  closure  : — - 


Week  ending 

March. 

April. 

May. 

24 

31 

7 

14 

21 

28 

5 

12 

19 

162 

213 

275 

492 

306 

260 

134 

88 

42 

Schools  Open. 


Schools  Closed. 


The  closing  order  was  made  upon  the  3rd  of  April,  but  owing  to 
the  examination  arrangements  which  were  proceeding  some  of  the 
largest  schools  did  not  close  until  late  in  the  week  ending  the  14th 
of  that  month.  The  subsequent  diminution  in  the  weekly  returns  tells 
its  own  tale,  and  hardly  needs  comment. 

In  this  connection,  the  experience  of  the  epidemics  of  1886  and 
1889  is  so  conclusive  that  it  is  worth  reproducing. 


From  Medical  Officer’s  Annual 
1889  : — 


Reports  for  the  years  1886  and 


1886. 

Cases  of  Measles 
January  to  August  ... 

September  ...  ...  361  !-  p. 

Oct.,  1st  fortnight  ...  186  J Pei1' 


Recorded. 

) Schools 


Oct.,  2nd  fortnight  ...  Hit  Schools 
November  ...  ...  10/  Closed. 


1889. 

Cases  of  Measles  Recorded. 
January  to  June  ...  186  ) Schools 
July  1st  to  25th  ...  629  \ Open. 


July  25th  to  Aug.  10th 
Aug.  10th  to  Sept.  1st 
September  ... 


Schools 

Closed. 


Should  Measles  be  Notified. — With  the  exception  of  the 
closure  of  schools  the  precautions  adopted  appeared  to  have  but  little 
effect,  and  in  consequence  your  Committee  were  of  opinion  that  the 
benefits  arising  from  its  notification  were  not  commensurate  with  the 
cost  involved,  and  it  was  seriously  discussed  as  to  whether  Measles 
should  remain  on  the  list  of  notifiable  diseases.  It  must,  however,  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  only  step  really  effectual  in  controlling  so 
infectious  a disease  as  this,  among  an  artisan  population  who  are 
without  the  means  of  efficient  isolation,  is  to  remove  the  early  cases  to 
hospital,  and  until  the  effect  of  this  proceeding  is  tried,  it  is  hardly 
justifiable  to  take  the  retrograde  step  of  abandoning  all  precautionary 
measures. 
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Small  Pox. 

Small  Pox  was  introduced  into  the  district  four  times  during  the 
year,  but  fortunately  without  becoming  general  or  assuming  epidemic 
proportions.  Experience  again  proved  that  the  greatest  danger  of  dis- 
semination arises  from  the  occurrence  of  mild  modified  cases  that  are 
often  not  recognised  until  considerable  danger  has  been  run.  Three 
times  this  took  place  last  year,  and  once  upon  the  occasion  mentioned 
below,  it  extended  in  consequence,  to  no  less  than  20  persons,  and 
assumed  an  extremely  threatening  aspect.  The  precautions  which  were 
promptly  taken,  when  the  presence  of  the  disease  was  discovered, 
happily  proved  effectual  in  checking  its  further  spread. 

The  history  of  the  above  mentioned  outbreak  is  interesting.  The 
disease  was  conveyed  to  Coventry,  by  a nurse  from  a Small  Pox  hospital, 
who  came  early  in  May  to  visit  a Mrs.  A.  in  Spon  Street,  with 
whom  she  slept  for  two  nights.  Mrs.  A.  developed  Small  Pox  on  the 
20th.  of  May,  but  so  slight  and  uncertain  was  the  illness  at  first,  that 
the  woman  actually  travelled  to  Dublin,  remained  for  two  days,  and 
returned,  during  the  first  week,  of  the  malady.  Subsequently  she  kept 
her  bed  for  a week  but  no  isolation  precautions  were  taken.  While  in 
bed  she  was  visited  by  two  women,  Mrs.  B.  and  Mrs,  C.  Strangely 
enough  both  these  women  had  unvaccinated  babies  which  were  also 
taken  to  the  infected  house.  Every  facility  was  therefore  offered  to 
the  disease  to  spread,  and  it  was  not  until  the  husband  to  Mrs.  A,  and 
the  two  women  and  their  babies  were  attacked  that  the  cases  were 
recognised  as  Small  Pox  and  notified.  Three  members  of  Mrs.  A’s 
family,  10  members  of  Mrs.  B’s  family,  residing  in  different  parts  of 
the  City,  and  5 members  of  Mrs  C’s  contracted  Small  Pox.  All  were 
removed  to  the  hospital  and  fortunately  the  outbreak  thus  terminated. 

On  the  other  three  occasions  upon  which  the  disease  was  introduced, 
in  two  instances  a second  member  of  the  household  contracted  the 
disease,  and  once,  a third  case  occurred,  but  no  further  extension  took 
plac°. 

Precautions  taken  to  prevent  the  Spread  of  Small 

Pox.  All  cases  were  removed  for  isolation  to  your  hospital,  with  the 
exception  of  three  who  were  free  from  infection  before  the  nature  of  the 
attack  they  were  suffering  from  was  discovered.  The  usual  disinfection 
of  houses  and  clothing  was  carefully  carried  out  and  vaccination  and 
re-vaccination  was  freely  resorted  to  wherever  it  would  be  accepted. 

Vaccination. 

Knowing  that  the  vaccination  laws  had  been  neglected  I caused  a 
house  to  house  visitation  to  be  made  in  the  more  infected  part  of  the 
Spon  Street  district,  and  it  was  found  that  there  were  45  unvaccinated 
infants  and  children  there.  Gratuitous  vaccination  with  calf  lymph 
was  offered  to  all  who  would  accept  its  protection,  with  the  satisfactory 
result  that  36  childien  were  brought  up  at  the  appointed  time  and 
successfully  vaccinated.  Altogether  I vaccinated  70  persons  during 
the  outbreak. 
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Of  the  25  persons  who  suffered  from  Small  Pox,  20  had  been 
vaccinated  in  infancy,  and  of  these  19  had  very  mild  attacks  of  the 
disease,  while  one  woman,  aged  29,  who  had  two  poor  marks  of  infant 
vaccination  suffered  severely.  Of  the  remaining  5 unvaccinated,  one 
infant  8 months,  and  one  of  20  months,  suffered  badly,  and  one  man  of 
48  died  from  confluent  Small  Pox. 

The  circumstances  of  the  two  other  cases  were  interesting  as 

© 

proving  the  modifying  influence  of  vaccination  even  when  performed 
after  infection  has  taken  place,  during  the  incubation  stage  of  Small 
Pox. 


The  first  was  that  of  an  infant  at  the  breast,  whose  mother 
contracted  tlm  disease  ; she  however  refused  to  part  with  her 
baby,  and  the  latter  was  therefore  exposed  to  the  infection  to 
the  fullest  extent.  On  the  third  day  after  the  appearance  of  the 
eruption  on  the  mother,  the  infant  was  vaccinated.  The  vaccine 
vesicles  ran  a normal  but  rapid  course,  maturing  on  the  sixth  day,  and 
on  the  eighth  day  after  the  vaccination,  and  the  eleventh  after  the 
eruption  had  come  out  on  the  mother,  the  initial  fever  of  what  turned 
out  to  he  a very  mild  attack  of  Small  Pox  commenced. 

In  the  second  case  an  unvaccinated  boy  of  three  years,  who  was 
thought  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease,  was  sent  into  the  Small  Pox 
w ard.  Th  is,  however,  proved  to  be  an  error,  as  on  the  third  day  his 
symptoms  had  entirely  disappeared,  and  he  was  in  perfect  health  again. 
Thereupon  he  was  vaccinated,  the  operation  was  successful,  and  again, 
on  the  eleventh  day  after  exposure  in  the  wards,  the  boy  sickened  and 
developed  a modified  attack  of  Small  Pox.  Looking  at  the  dangerous 
nature  of  the  disease  in  unvaccinated  children,  it  can  hardly  be  doubted 
that  in  these  two  cases,  the  children  were  saved  by  vaccination  from  a 
serious,  and  disfiguring  attack  of  Small  Pox,  and  possibly  from  death. 

The  following  are  the  vaccination  returns  for  the  past  live  years  : — 


Year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Unlit  lor  V ac- 
cination,  etc. 

Vaccinated. 

Un- 

vaccinated. 

1889 

1512 

187 

51 

1273 

0 

1890 

1544 

182 

30 

1221 

111 

1891 

1727 

228 

24 

587 

888 

1892 

1718 

174 

26 

118 

1400 

1893 

1630 

193 

28 

105 

1304 

1894 

1590 

170 

0 

103 

1317 

5020 

Since  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor  decided  in  the  year  1891  not  to 
enforce  the  Vaccination  Acts,  the  operation  has  been  wholly  neglected, 
so  that  last  year  only  six  per  cent,  of  the  children  were  done,  and 
nearly  one-half  of  these  were  vaccinated  by  myself  under  the  influence 
of  the  Small  Pox  scare.  There  are  now  over  5,000  unvaccinated 
children  in  the  district,  and  the  number  is  increasing  by  over  1,300 
per  annum.  This  does  not  arise  from  a general  objection  to  the  process, 
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otherwise  parents  would  not  have  brought  up  their  children  so  freely 
to  be  done  in  the  Spon  Street  outbreak  ; it  is  simply  that,  knowing 
there  is  no  compulsion,  they  neglect  it.  I did  find  that  a considerable 
objection  existed  to  the  use  of  human  lymph,  and  my  success  was  in  a 
great  measure  due  to  the  use  of  calf  lymph.  Calf  lymph  is  prohibited 
by  the  Vaccination  Authorities,  and  this  is  much  to  be  regretted,  as  it 
is  quite  as  efficient  a protection,  and  would  overcome  the  objection  of 
many  persons  to  the  operation. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Scarlet  fever  also  was  more  prevalent  than  during  several  years 
previously,  and  as  is  usual  with  this  disease,  the  outbreak  reached  its 
maximum  during  the  Autumn  and  early  winter  months.  At  the 
request  of  the  Local  Grovernment  Board  a special  report  on  the 
Epidemic  was  made  to  your  Authority  and  to  the  Board  in  the  month 
of  November. 

During  the  first  6 months  of  they;-ar32  cases  were  uotified,  but 
in  July  the  disease  showed  a tendency  to  spread,  and  18  cases  were 
recorded.  In  August,  September  and  October,  it  continued  to  increase. 
In  the  middle  of  the  latter  month  30  cases  were  notified  in  one  week, 
this  being  the  maximum  number,  and  from  that  date  it  declined,  but 
had  by  no  means  disappeared  from  the  City  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  incidence  of  the  disease  as  to 
time  and  locality. 


1st  Six 
Months. 

July. 

hb 

p 

< 

Week 

ending 

Sept. 

Week  ! 
ending 
Oct. 

Week 

ending 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total. 

8 

15 

22 

29 

6 

13 

20 

27 

3 

10  17 

1 _ 

24 

30 

Bishop  Street  Ward 

7 

7 

8 

4 

0 

3 

9 

13 

12 

6 

4 

11 

6 3 

2 

5 

4 

104 

Gosford  Street  Ward 

8 

5 

12 

1 

4 

13 

8 

7 

12 

6 

10 

5 

5 6 

4 

4 

13 

123 

Earl  Street  Ward 

5 

1 

8 

4 

1 

7 

0 

0 

5 

7 

1 

1 

1 1 

I 

4 

1 

8 

55 

White  Friars’  Ward 

5 

2 

4 

0 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

4 4 

l 

1 

0 

7 

42 

Spon  Street  Ward  ... 

6 

3 

11 

2 

7 

1 

1 

4 

1 

3 

1 

3 

7 3 

i 

2 

2 

4 

61 

Totals 

31 

18 

43 

11 

15 

25 

20 

26 

31 

24 

19 

1 1 

21231713 

12 

36 

385 

Turning  to  the  consideration  of  the  causes  that  led  to  the  out- 
break, they  were  as  follows.  During  the  comparative  absence  of  the 
disease  from  the  city  of  late  years,  a generation  of  children  had  come 
into  existence  who,  not  having  had  scarlet  fever,  were  very  prone  to 
infection.  The  disease  being  generally  prevalent  in  the  country,  was 
frequently  introduced  into  Coventry  from  without ; many  of  the 
earlier  cases  occurred  in  persons  who  had  just  arrived  ; the  first 
death  was  a case  of  this  sort.  It  was  also  introduced  from  the 
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surrounding  districts  where  there  are  no  isolation  hospitals  or  efficient 
means  of  dealing  with  infectious  disease.  The  careless  exposure  of 
infected  persons,  and  the  dissemination  of  the  disease  through  the 
medium  of  the  schools,  Wheatley  Street,  Holy  Trinity,  and  King 
Street  Schools  were  badly  infected.  The  failure  of  the  hospital 
accommodation,  and  lastly,  it  is  not  improbable  that  it  was  dis- 
seminated through  the  milk  supply,  as  a suspiciously  large  proportion 
of  cases  were  found  amongst  the  consumers  of  the  milk  distributed 
by  one  dairyman,  but  owing  to  the  numerous  sources  from  which  he 
obtained  his  milk,  it  was  difficult  to  follow  up  this  suspicion  to  a 
satisfactory  issue. 

Precautions  Taken  to  Prevent  the  Spread  of  the 
Epidemic. — These  were  similar  to  those  in  respect  to  Measles,  with 
the  addition  of  the  removal  to  hospital  of  the  infected.  Eighty-two 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  of  cases  were  removed,  and  twenty-one 
others  would  have  been  removed  had  the  necessary  accommodation 
existed  at  the  time  of  their  occurrence.  The  Infant  Schools  were 
closed  from  October  9th  to  November  5th,  and  also  the  Infant  Sunday 
Schools,  but  this  proceeding  had  no  beneficial  effect.  Partial  closure 
is  useless  in  any  case,  and  I think  closure  for  Scarlet  Fever  should  be 
rarely  necessary.  The  danger  arising  from  the  absence  of  isolation 
hospitals  in  the  adjoining  districts  was  brought  by  your  Committee 
before  the  Authorities  of  those  districts. 

Oae  boy  was  prosecuted  for  exposing  himself  while  suffering 
from  the  disease,  and  was  dismissed  with  a caution. 


Enteric  Fever. 

Only  fourteen  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified,  against  40  in 
the  previous  year.  Six  were  removed  to  your  hospital.  Six  deaths 
were  recorded,  one  in  hospital. 

Diphtheria* 

Fourteen  cases  and  three  deaths  from  Diphtheria  were  reported, 
of  which  one  was  treated  in  hospital. 

Tne  conditions  to  which  the  origin  of  these  two  diseases  are 
attributed  fortunitely  do  not  exist  to  any  great  extent  in  Coventry. 

The  City  Hospital. 

The  hospital  was  occupied  during  the  whole  of  the  year,  cases  of 
six  different  varieties  of  infectious  disease  having  been  isolated  there, 
besides  several  suspicious  cases.  Owing  to  the  great  prevalence  of 
infectious  disease  the  number  admitted  exceeded  that  of  any  previous 
year.  Of  the  355  persons  treated,  318  suffered  from  Scarlet  Fever,  308 
of  whom  recovered  and  ten  died,  being  a death  rate  of  only  three  per 
cent.,  against  a mortality  of  six  per  cent,  m those  treated  in  their  own 
homes.  This  result  tells  its  own  tale  as  to  the  care  in  nursing  and 
general  attention  that  the  patients  received,  especially  bearing  in  mind 
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the  dangerous  nature  of  many  of  the  cases,  and  the  fact  that  several 
patients  were  almost  in  a dying  condition  when  admitted. 


d 

Feb. 

March 

April. 

June. 

I 'AInf 

sc 

< 

d 

CD 

fj 

. 

i—J 

o 

O 

o 

2; 

6 

CD 

'■H 

Total. 

Cured.  1 

Died. 

In  Hospital,  Dec.  31st,  1893 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

2 

3 

6 

5 

4 

16 

36 

58 

83 

64 

33 

319 

309 

10 

Small  Pox  ... 

2 

1 

16 

1 

1 

21 

20 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

3 

1 

5 

4 

1 

Measles 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

1 

Suspicious  Cases  ... 

2 

3 

... 

1 

6 

5 

1 

13 

3 

6 

8 

6 

22 

17 

37 

58 

86 

65 

34 

355 

341 

14 

During  the  first  half  of  the  year  the  average  daily  number  of 
patients  in  hospital  amounted  to  only  7*5,  but  with  the  outbreak  of 
Scarlet  Fever  it  rapidly  rose  until  the  10th  of  October,  when  the  two 
brick  pavilions  and  the  iron  hospital  were  fully  occupied,  and  there 
were  21  cases  outside  requiring  isolation  which  had  to  be  refused. 

Fortunately  in  this  crisis  your  Committee  was  able  to  secure  a 
recently-erected  factory  which  stands  on  the  confines  of  the  hospital 
grounds,  and  two  temporary  wards  150  feet  long  were  rapidly  fitted  up, 
and  not  a moment  too  soon,  as  within  a very  few  days  an  outbreak  of 
Small  Pox  took  place  in  a lodging-house,  requiring  immediate  isolation. 
The  pressure  continued  to  increase  up  to  the  third  week  of  November, 
at  which  date  there  were  131  Scarlet  Fever  patients  and  one  case  of  Small 
Pox  in  the  buildings.  From  this  date  the  number  of  applicants  for 
admission  gradually  diminished. 


The  Necessity  for  Extending  the  Isolation  Hospitals. 

The  absolute  necessity  for  the  increase  of  the  isolation  hospitals 
has  been  forcibly  demonstrated  by  the  above-mentioned  difficulties,  as 
well  as  by  the  new  conditions  that  have  arisen  in  the  city  during  the 
last  few  years.  Since  the  erection  of  the  present  buildings  the  city  has 
been  extended  and  has  grown  considerably.  The  compulsory  notifica- 
tion of  infectious  disease  brings  rapidly  to  notice  all  cases  requiring 
isolation.  The  public  appreciates  each  year  more  fully  the  value  of 
* isolation  in  hospital  and  a greater  proportion  of  cases  are  sent  there, 
consequently  even  though  epidemics  may  be  fewer  and  the  totality  of 
cases  less,  yet  the  number  of  persons  applying  for  removal  to  hospital 
will  probably  increase. 


The  Question  of  Providing  a Separate  Small-Pox 

Hospital. 

This  matter  is  also  forced  upon  your  attention.  For  22  years  no 
difficulty  lias  been  experienced  in  dealing  with  all  cases  arising  in  the 
City  without  such  an  establishment,  but  the  conditions  are  changing. 
Tne  increased  accommodation  required  for  Scarlet  Fever,  the  total 
abandonment  of  the  Vaccination  laws,  and  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
un vaccinated  and  consequently  susceptible  persons  and  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  outbreaks  of  Small  Fox  during  the  last  two  years, 
renders  it  safer  that  such  an  hospital  should  be  provided. 

On  the  13th  of  November  a Committee  was  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  whole  matter.  Several  meetings  have  been  held,  and  a con- 
sultation has  taken  place  with  the  officials  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  whose  advice  was  sought  on  the  subject,  and  doubtless  the  whole 
matter  will  be  brought  before  your  Authority  at  an  early  date. 

Expenses. — The  current  expenditure  for  the  year  amounted  to 
<£930  8s.  6d.,  to  which  must  be  added  £343  14s.  for  fitting  up  and 
furnishing  the  factory,  making  a total  of  £1,274  2s.  6d.,  against  £1,193 
13s.  lid.  for  the  previous  year.  Fifty  beds  have  been  added,  which 
will  be  available  in  equipping  the  new  buildings  should  such  be  erected. 

Disinfecting  Station. 

The  following  work  has  been  done  by  the  official  in  charge  of  this 
department  : — 


Visits  paid  to  houses  where  infectious  disease 


existed  or  was  suspected 

« • 

4,325 

Patients  removed  to  Hospital 

• • • 

349 

Houses  disinfected  and  fumigated 

Steam  disinfecting  apparatus  used  160  times. 

. . . 

270 

Articles  disinfected  by  steam 

• • • 

6,150 

Cabs  disinfected 

• • • 

4 

Expenditure. 

Reports  under  the  Compulsory  Notification 

£ 

s.  d. 

ct  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

328 

8 0 

Disinfector’s  salary 

73 

14  0 

Horse  hire 

26 

19  6 

Disinfectants  ... 

23 

14  6 

Registrars’  returns  of  deaths... 

13 

4 4 

466  10  4 

Condition  of  the  Suburban  District^ 

The  condition  of  these  districts  has  been  somewhat  improved  during 

the  year.  The  public  sewer  and  the  water  supply  were  extended  along 

the  Old  Allesley-road  to  those  houses  reported  last  year  as  being  without 

any  means  of  drainage.  The  sewer  was  also  extended  along  the  Stoney 

Stanton-road  for  a distance  of  300  vards.  It  now  reaches  all  houses  in 

«/ 

that  district.  The  midden  system  that  still  exists,  and  the  supply  of 
water  from  local  wells  in  many  parts  of  these  outlying  districts,  is 
most  unwholesome,  but  it  has  not  been  considered  wise  to  press  for  the 
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substitution  of  town  water  and  w.c.’s,  until  the  public  supply  has  been 
augmented  from  the  new  springs. 

Foleshill  Sewage, 

The  nuisance  created  by  the  Foleshill  S mitary  Authority  discharging 
their  sewage  into  the  brook  that  flows  through  your  district,  in  close 
proximity  to  your  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  continued,  through 
the  year,  and  still  exists.  The  Foleshill  Authority  were  again  called 
upon  by  you  to  discontinue  it,  but  pending  the  creation  of  the  new 
District  Council,  nothing  has  been  done  to  improve  the  evil. 

Refuse  Removal, 

The  work  of  emptying  ashpits  and  other  receptacles  of  filth,  and  the 
general  cleansing  of  the  district  has  been  carried  out  as  usual  by  your 
staff.  A better  system,  which  would  ensure  the  regular  emptying  of 
ashpits  when  full,  without  waiting  for  application  from  the  inhabitants,  is 
required,  as  the  present  plan  tends  to  the  accumulation  of  large  quantities 
of  filth,  which  is  allowed  to  remain  long  after  it  should  have  been  removed. 
14,072  loads  of  ashpit  refuse  were  carted  away  during  the  year  and 
deposited  upon  the  common  and  waste  spaces,  according  to  the  usual 
custom.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  point  out  that  this  is  a most  insanitary 
proceeding,  creating  a nuisance  as  it  does  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  tips. 
There  is  also  the  nuisance  caused  by  the  rag  pickers  collecting  the  rags 
from  these  tips,  which  are  saturated  with  filth,  and  often  infectious 
disease,  and  conveying  them  back  into  the  town.  A Refuse  Destructor 
is  required  to  consume  this  great  quantity  of  offensive  matter. 

Water  Supply,, 

By  careful  economy  and  by  refraining  from  any  considerable 
extensions,  the  water  supply  derived  from  the  springs  at  Spon-end 
was  made  to  answmr  the  needs  of  the  city.  It  is,  however,  considerably 
less  than  it  ought  to  be.  The  average  daily  supply  per  head  of  the 
population  amounted  to  about  18  gallons  only.  In  a w.c.  town  the  supply 
should  not  be  less  than  25  gallons  per  head.  The  new  springs  will  almost 
double  the  amount  available,  and  the  speedy  completion  of  these  works 
is  much  to  be  desired.  I have  analysed  the  water  several  times,  and 
found  it  of  its  usual  excellent  character,  but  it  has  not  unfrequently  been 
polluted  by  vegetable  matter  sometimes  in  a decomposing  state,  from  the 
Radford-road  reservoir,  and  many  complaints  are  constantly  being  received 
at  the  Public  Plealth  Office  in  regard  to  this.  Upon  complefion  of  the 
new  works  this  reservoir  should  be  abandoned,  or  covered  over  and 
lined  with  some  material  that  would  admit  of  its  being  kept  free  from 
vegetation  ; the  tank  at  Spon-end  should  be  similarly  treated. 

The  public  water  supply  has  been  extended  to  233  new  houses,  251 
w.c.’s,  and  42  baths  during  the  year. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act, 

The  proceedings  under  tins  Act  were  somewhat  limited  in  compari- 
son with  the  previous  year. 

Spon-end,  Nos  15  and  16  in  court  1,  closed  as  unfit  for  habita- 
tion in  1893  ; repaired  and  re-opened. 

Grey  Friars’-lane,  No.  3,  court  9 ; made  to  communicate  with 
the  front  house,  behind  and  against  which  it  stood,  now  ceases 
to  exist  as  a separate  house. 
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Houses  certified  as  unfit  for  habitation  in  1894. 

Palmer-lane,  Nos.  9,  11,  12,  and  13,  in  Court  4. 

No.  9,  now  used  as  store  and  workshop  ; No.  11,  improved  and 
re-opened  ; Nos.  12  and  13,  improved  and  converted  into  one 
house,  re-opened. 

M uch  Park-street,  Nos.  7 and  8 in  court  27,  improved. 

Obstructive  Dwellings, 

Four  houses  in  Court  3,  Cow-lane,  condemned  in  1892,  were 
demolished,  and  the  site  left  as  open  air  space. 

Offensive  Trades, 

During  the  year  I was  called  upon  to  investigate  report  on  the 
alledged  nuisances  : — 

1.  Nuisance  arising  from  fish  frving. 

O <y  CP 

2.  Nuisance  arising  from  trotter  boiling. 

3.  Nuisance  in  connection  with  rag  and  bone  storing. 

4.  Nuisance  created  in  the  manufacture  of  water  gas. 

5.  Odours  given  off  in  the  process  of  pneumatic  tyre  making. 

1.  Fish.  Frying*. — A considerable  nuisance  is  created  by 
the  frying  of  fish  under  unsuitable  conditions.  Private  houses  are 
frequently  converted  into  fish  shops,  and  the  frying  is  done  in  the 
kitchens  without  proper  stoves  and  shafts  for  carrying  off  the  fumes, 
and  with  oil  that  is  unfit  for  the  purpose.  I do  not  consider  that  the 
trade  should  be  allowed  under  such  conditions.  No  proceedings  were 
taken  against  the  offenders. 

2.  Trotter  Boiling  — Proceedings  were  taken  against  one 
individual  for  allowing  decomposing  offall  to  accumulate  upon  his 
premises  in  connection  with  this  trade. 

3.  Bag  Storing. — A nuisance  was  discovered  arising  from  the 
offensive  dust  and  odours  from  rags  that  had  been,  picked  from  the 
refuse  tips  on  the  Commons,  and  brought  back  into  the  city  and  sold  to 
the  rag  merchant  without  any  process  op  cleansing.  Proceedings  were 
taken  in  one  instance  against  the  rag  merchant,  but  the  trade  in  these 
foul  rags  continues 

4.  W ater  Gas. — This  gas  is  manufactured  at  three  of  the  largest 
cycle  factories  in  the  district,  and  many  complaints  have  been  received 
of  the  nuisance  created  in  the  process.  The  offence  is  caused  by  the 
discharge  of  volumes  of  Sulphuretted  Hydrogen  into  the  atmosphere  at 
frequent  intervals  during  the  day.  I reported  upon  this  matter  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Local  Government  Board  who  sent  down  the  Chief 
Inspector  under  the  Alkalies  Act  to  inquire  into  it.  The  Inspector, 
however,  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  did  not  come  within  his  power, 
consequently  these  nuisances  remain  unabated. 

5.  The  Pneumatic  Tyre  Works. — A petition  was  presented 
to  your  authority  by  the  residents  in  the  neighbourhood  of  these  works 
complaining  of  the  odour  arising  in  connection  therewith.  The  odour 
is  that  of  naptha,  a solution  of  which  is  used  in  dissolving  the  rubber, 
in  making  cement.  I did  not  find  that  it  was  sufficientlv  concentrated  to 
constitute  a nuisance,  nor  did  I consider  it  injurious  to  health.  Every 
effort  is  made  by  the  Company  to  prevent  its  diffusion. 

Two  applications  for  sanction  to  establish  Skin  Stores  were  made 
to  your  Authority  but  were  refused  on  the  ground  th  it  they  could  not 
be  conducted  in  situation  proposed  without  creating  a nuisance. 
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General  Inspection  of  the  District. 

Personally  I made  inspections  and  inquiries  into  tie  following 
matters,  and  reported  on  the  same  to  your  Sanitary  Committee. 
General  Nuisances  109,  Insanitary  dwellings,  Insanitary  slaughter- 
houses, lodging-houses,  dairies,  trade  nuisances,  unwholesome  meat, 
foul  water  courses,  Ac.  &c., 

The  general  inspection  of  the  City  has  been  carried  out  by  your 
Inspectors,  und^r  my  supervision,  as  effectually  as  possible  under  the 
conditions  existing,  and  an  account  of  the  large  amount  of  useful  work 
that  has  been  accomplished  will  be  found  recorded  in  the  Inspectors* 
report,  appended. 

By  an  Order  passed  by  you  29th  April,  1890,  the  Inspectors  are 
required  to  devote  one  half  of  each  day  in  the  regular  systematic 
inspection  of  the  District,  and  this  is  indispensable  in  order  to  prevent 
the  accumulation  of  nuisances  ; but  it  is  impossible  to  carry  out  this 
order  now  for  the  undermentioned  reasons.  Since  it  was  passed  the 
population  has  grown  considerably,  and  the  City  boundaries  have 
been  extended.  The  amount  of  clerical  and  office  work  has  greatly 
increased,  for  which  no  provision  has  been  made.  Many  offices  devolve 
solely  upon  the  Chief  Inspector,  and  many  others  have  been  imposed 
upon  him  by  the  Legislature,  the  duties  of  which  not  unfrequeutly 
consume  the  whole  of  his  time,  as,  for  instance,  Inspector  of  cxnal 
boats,  ditto  of  meat  and  food  markets,  ditto  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  ditto  under  the  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act,  and 
many  others.  These  offices  are  now  so  multifarious,  and  call  the 
Inspector  so  much  away  from  his  routine  duties,  that  I must  urge  the 
necessity  of  an  addition  to  the  staff  in  order  that  the  systematic 
inspection  of  the  district  may  go  on  uninterruptedly. 


Zymotic  Disease. 

In  connection  with  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  infectious 
disease,  I have  made  enquiries  into  the  causes  of  the  following 
outbreaks,  and  have  reported  to  your  S mitary  Committee  with 
respect  to  them,  and  a 1 vised  as  to  the  precautions  necessary  to 
prevent  their  extension. 

Small  Fox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 


Scarlet  Fever 
Measles 
Enteric  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Puerperal  Fever 


36 

121 

5 

4 

4 


Compulsory  Notification  of  Infectious  Disease. 

Notificatiou  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  medical  practitioners 
resident  id  the  district  became  rather  ]ax  at  one  time,  and  one 
breach  of  the  Act  was  discovered.  A circular  was  addressed 
to  the  members  of  the  profession  reminding  them  of  their  obligation 
under  the  Act.  A similar  circular  was  published,  addressed  to  the 
heads  of  families,  but  without  effect,  as  the  householders  and  heads 
of  families  completely  ignore  the  Act.  Several  cases  were  discovered 
of  the  conveyance  of  infected  persons  in  cabs,  and  a circular  of 
caution  was  sent  to  all  cab  proprietors  warning  them  of  their 
liability.  The  practice  is  a most  dangerous  one,  and  should  be  severely 
punished. 
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Registered  Places. 

An  account  of  the  places  registered,  and  under  the  supervision  of 
jour  Authority,  will  be  found  in  the  Inspector’s  Report,  With  the 
exception  of  the  common  lodging-houses  and  slaughter-houses,  the 
majority  are  satisfactory.  Some  of  the  lodging-houses  are  very  bad, 
and  will  require  attention. 

Slaughter-houses. 

As  no  steps  have  been  taken  to  deal  with  the  dangers  and 
nuisances  in  this  connection,  to  which  attention  was  directed  in  my 
last  report,  I would  again  urge  the  matter  upon  your  consideration. 
The  following  is  quoted  from  the  above-mentioned  report : — 

Defective  Slaughter-houses  and  Unsound  Meat. 

k<  On  the  2nd  of  May,  1893,  I made  a careful  examination  of  the 
whole  of  the  slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  and  reported  as  to  their 
condition  to  the  Sanitary  Committee  as  follows  : — 

41  There  are  now  57  slaughter-houses  in  use,  and  of  these  41  must 
be  described  as  decidedly  ba  1 in  regard  to  their  positions  ; that  is,  they 
are  so  situated,  being  closely  surrounded  by  dwellings,  that  they  must 
of  necessity  be  a nuisance  and  injurious  to  health.  In  many  cases  the 
fasting  pecs  are  in  the  slaughtering  compartment,  or  so  closely  con- 
nected that  animals  have  to  be  slaughtered  in  sight  of  others  waiting 
in  the  pens.  Owing  to  the  crowded  situations,  they  cannot  be  properly 
ventilated,  and  in  consequence  of  this  and  of  other  nuisances  arising 
from  the  same  cause,  the  atmosphere  was  frequently  so  foul  that  meat 
could  not  remain  long  in  it  without  being  contaminated  and  unfit  for 
food.  Unfortunately,  in  many  cases  these  conditions  are  quite  incapable 
of  improvement.” 

One-half  of  these  slaughter-houses  could  be  closed  if  a public 
abattoir  were  constructed.  As  such  an  establishment  need  not  be  of  a 
costly  character,  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  so  serious  a condition 
of  things  as  above  described  should  continue  without  an  attempt  to 
remedy  them. 

The  Condition  of  the  District  at  the  End  of  the  Year. 

The  conditions  generally  in  December  were  satisfactory,  with  the 
exception  of  the  ccntinuati  n of  the  Scarlet  Fever  epidemic.  The 
disease,  however,  was  less  prevalent  and  less  fatal.  Otherwise,  Zymotic 
di'ease  was  absent  from  the  district,  and  the  mortality  rate  was 
unusually  low. 

The  fallowing  matters  still  remained,  at  the  expiration  of  the  year, 
to  be  dealt  with  : — 

Increase  of  the  isolation  hospitals. 

The  erection  of  a public  abattoir. 

„ „ refuse  destructor. 

The  strengthening  of  the  Inspectorial  staff. 

Improvement  of  the  system  of  cleansing  the  City. 

I remain,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Ycur  obedient  Servant, 

MARK  FENTON,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


March  6th , 1895. 
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Meteorology. 

By  your  order  a standard  set  of  instruments  were  provided  in 
March  last  to  replace  those  of  a less  reliable  character  which  had  been 
used  previously.  These  instruments  were  placed  in  the  City  Hospital 
Grounds,  where  a Meteorological  station  has  been  established.  They 
are  read  daily,  and  a record  is  kept  by  Mr.  Clarke,  to  whom  the  public 
is  indebted  for  much  valuable  and  useful  infor  nation.  The  observations 
are  interesting  and  important,  because  nothing  affects  the  health  and 
lives  of  the  community  more  than  the  atmospheric  conditions  by  which 
they  are  surrounded.  The  temperature  of  the  atmosphere,  the  amount 
of  moisture  it  contains,  the  number  of  hours  bright  sunshine  we  receive, 
are  conditions  that  affect  in  the  most  vital  manner  both  the  animal  and 
vegetable  kingdoms.  These  conditions  are  carefully  observed  and 
recorded  daily,  and  the  results  are  forwarded  to  the  Registrar  General, 
by  whom  they  are  published  m his  quarterly  Reports,  together  with  the 
observations  from  twenty-nine  other  selected  stations. 

Of  the  conditions  by  which  we  are  surrounded,  there  is  none  more 
important  than  the  amount  of  bright  sunshine  we  receive,  and  this  is 
recorded  bv  photography  in  such  a way  that  the  moments  when  a clear 
sky  existed,  and  those  when  the  sun’s  face  was  obscured  by  clouds,  can 
be  read  for  the  whole  day. 

The  beneficient  effects  of  sunshine  are  sufficiently  well  knovn  to 
the  comm  unity,  but  a discovery  has  recently  been  made  that  is  worthy 
of  attention.  The  ubiquitous  microbe,  that  is  looked  upon  as  the  prime 
factor  in  all  our  infectious  diseases  and  in  many  others  ; and  has  so 
successfudy  defied  our  efforts  at  his  extermination,  is  destroyed 
absolutely  by  exposure  for  two  hours  to  bright  sunshine. 

The  year  1894  was  comparatively  a sunless  one,  and  certainly 
zymotic  microbes  flourished  in  Coventry,  whether  that  followed  as  a 
consequence  or  not.  In  the  first  quarter  the  amount  of  sunshine  was 
above  the  average,  but  all  other  months  except  November  were  dull. 
It  is  a consolation  to  know  that  Coventry  enjoyed  more  sunshine  than 
Greenwich.  The  figures  were  : — 

Third  Quarter.  Fourth  Quarter. 
Greenwich  ...  311  hours  . . 116  hours 

Coventry  ...  384  „ ...  146  „ 

The  year  was  a warm  one,  though  few  people  will  associate  that 
character  with  it,  yet  during  eight  months  the  temperature  was  con- 
siderably above  the  average.  May,  August  and  September  were  cold 
and  damp.  The  first  four  months  were  warm,  and  November  and 
December  were  as  much  as  four  degrees  above  the  average. 

The  rainfall  measured  equalled  25 ’66  inches,  and  was  about  half 
an  inch  less  than  Mr.  Gulson’s  measurements  at  Priory  Row,  and 
inches  below  the  average  for  28  years.  The  rainfall  was  in  excess 
in  the  first  and  last  quarters,  and  in  June,  July  and  August. 

Although  the  rainfall  on  the  whole  was  deficient,  there  was 
generally  an  absence  of  sun  ; cloudy  overcast  skies  with  a damp 
atmosphere. 
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Records  kept  by  IV.  II  CLARKE , Inspector. 
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ANNUAL  RETURN 


OF  THE 

IHSPECTO^  OF  rWlSAHCES 

FOE  THE  YEAR  1894. 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Third  Annual  Report  of  the 
work  performed  in  my  department  during  the  year  1894. 


Number  of 

33 

3) 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 


33 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 


NO.  OF  CASES 
DEALT  WITH. 


drains  opened  and  cleaned 

drains  provided  with  efficient  traps  ... 

sink  drains  disconnected  from  sewer  ... 

new  drains  provided 

houses  cleansed  and  limewaslied 

,,  „ after  infectious  disease 

,,  old  and  dilapidated  repaired  ... 
cases  of  overcrowding  remedied 
offensive  privies  converted  into  water  closets... 
additional  new  water  closets  provided 
foul  and  defective  water  closets  repaired 
pan  closets  and  containers  abolished,  and  soil 
pipes  improved 

offensive  ashpits  filled  up.  and  the  floors  paved 
urinal  cleansed,  repaired,  and  reconstructed... 
courts  and  back  yards  paved  or  repaired 
premises  from  which  fowls  have  been  removed 
nuisances  from  swine  and  swine  styes  abated... 
accumulations  of  wash,  manure,  &c.,  removed... 
smoke  nuisances  remedied 

polluted  we’ls  closed,  town  water  supplied  ... 
miscellaneous  sanitary  improvements  effected 


70 

179 

14 

14 

200 

126 

14 

2 

20 

14 

289 

12 

99 

43 

92 

7 

8 

37 

10 

11 

30 


Total  ...  ...  1291 

Bakehouses. — These  have  been  periodically  inspected  and 
found  in  fair  order.  No  legal  proceedings  were  necessary. 

Tota'  number  on  the  Register  ...  ...  Ill 

,,  ,,  visits  paid  ...  ...  ...  223 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. — There  are  61  cow- 
sheds, and  136  dairies  and  milkshops  registered  in  the  district. 

Number  of  visits  to  cowsheds  ...  ...  249 

,,  ,,  dairies  and  milkshops  ...  461 

Ten  additional  milkshops  were  registered  during  the  year.  Con- 
traventions were  discovered  in  several  milkshops,  and  were  dealt  with 
by  verbal  notice. 

One  case  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  at  a milkshop.  and  the  child 
was  promptly  removed  from  the  house. 


Slaughterhouses. — 

Total  number  of  slaughterhouses  ...  ...  59 

j,  ,,  inspections  ...  ...  ..  764 

Many  of  the  slaughterhouses  are  quite  unfit  for  the  purpose  for 
which  they  are  used,  and  stricter  attention  to  the  Byelaws  in  regard 
to  the  speedy  removal  of  garbage,  offal,  &c.,  is  still  required. 

Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Acts,  1878-1893, 
and  Orders  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture. — During  the 
year  one  outbreak  of  swine  fever  occurred  in  the  district. 

Two  cases  of  anthrax,  one  of  rabies,  and  20  of  parasitic  mange 
were  also  reported. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  visits  have  been  made  and  150  notices 
and  licenses  issued  in  connection  with  the  above  outbreaks. 

Magisterial  proceedings  were  taken  in  one  case. 

Inspection  and  Registration  of  Canal  Boats. — 

Humber  of  boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  120 

,,  ,,  conforming  with  regulations  105 


,,  infringing  regulations  ...  15 

visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

boats  registered  ...  ...  ...  9 

certificates  renewed  ...  ...  5 

boats  now  on  register  ...  ...  222 


The  cabins  were  found  to  be  occupied  by  156  men,  51  women,  75 
children. 

Twenty-one  contraventions  were  discovered,  and  were  dealt  with 
verbally.  Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  one  case. 

Common  Lodging-houses. — There  are  six  registered 
common  lodging-houses,  containing  a total  of  43  rooms.  These 
have  been  regularly  inspected  by  day  and  night. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. — 

Number  of  houses  registered  ...  ...  ...  7 

,,  rooms  let  separately  as  dwellings...  43 

,,  visits  paid  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

,,  houses  closed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Food  Supply. — The  various  shops,  stores,  markets,  &e.,  where 
food  is  prepared  or  exposed  for  sale,  have  been  frequently  visited, 
and  a quantity  of  bsef  was  seized  and  destroyed  as  unfit  for  food. 
Magisterial  proceedings  were  taken  in  one  case. 

Registered  Places. — 

Total  number  of  registered  places  under 

supervision  ...  ...  ...  ...  380 

Total  number  of  visits  paid  ...  ...  1856 

Summary  of  Work  done  by  Inspectors. — 

Number  of  premises  visited  ...  ...  ...  9440 

,,  notices  issued  for  the  abatement 

of  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  1064 

,,  summonses  issued  for  non-com- 

pliance with  notices  served  to 
abate  or  remove  nuisances  ...  3 

,,  nuisances  remaining  unabated 

after  expiration  of  notice 


12 


26 


Magisterial  Proceedings. 


Complaint. 


Selling  adulterated  milk 


33 

3) 

3) 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 


33 

33 

33 

33 

33 

3 

33 

33 


33 

33 


butter  ... 


33 

33 


33 

rum 

whiskey 


Breach  of  Margarine  Act  ... 

In  possession  of  unsound  meat 
Breach  of  Contagious  Diseases 
(Animals)  Acts  ... 

Breach  of  Contagious  Diseases 
(Animals)  Acts 

Nuisance,  non-compliance  with  notice 


33 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 


33 

33 


33 

33 


breach  of  Byelaws 


33 

33 

33 


33 

35 

33 


Offensive  trade  nuisance,  trotter 


boiling 


Offensive  trade  nuisance,  rag  and 
bone  store 

Rescinding  Closing  Order  Housing 
Working  Classes  Act 
Breach  of  Canal  Boats  Acts 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Fined 

1 

0 

0 

2 

13 

6 

33 

2 

0 

0 

B 

6 

6 

33 

1 

0 

0 

2 

14 

6 

Proceedings 

pending 

vendor  absconded 

Fined  100 
„ 10  0 
„ 2 0 0 
Dismissed  on 
technical  grounds 
Fined  5 0 0 


33 


33 


2 

2 


0 0 
0 0 


Summons  with- 
drawn, work  done 


33 


3 3 


3? 


33 


Fined  0 6 0 

0 6 0 

0 6 0 

„ 0 6 0 

Summons  with- 
drawn, necessary 
alterations  made 


55 


55 


Fined  100 


2 7 0 
2 2 0 

3 1 6 


6 1 6 
2 11  6 

2 11  6 

0 8 0 

0 7 0 
0 7 0 

0 6 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 
0 6 0 

0 7 0 

0 9 0 

0 8 6 

1 14  0 


WILLIAM  H.  CLARKE, 

Inspector. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 


One  hundred  and  four  samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  were  obtained  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  Dr.  A.  Bostock  Hill,  who  certified  that 
94  samples  were  genuine.  The  percentage  of  adulteration  was  con- 
siderably lower  than  in  previous  years,  although  more  than  double  the 
number  of  samples  were  taken. 

Three  samples  of  butter  were  adulterated  with  90  per  edit,  of  fat 
foreign  to  butter.  This  butter  was  sold  as  farmers’  fresh  butter. 

One  sample  of  butter  was  adulterated  with  25  per  cent,  of  fat 
foreign  to  butter,  3 samples  of  milk  were  adulterated,  2 samples  of 
milk  were  of  suspiciously  low  quality,  samples  of  gin,  rum,  and 
whiskey  were  each  adulterated,  and  one  sample  of  brandy  was  low  in 
quality. 

Copy  of  tht  Reports  of  the  Public  Analyst  for  the  City  of  Coventry  upon  the  Articles 
analysed  by  him  under  the  above  Act  for  the  year  ending  31st  December , 189  f 


Samples. 

Article. 

No. 

Genuine. 

No. 

Adulterated. 

Quarter  ending 
25th  March,  1894. 

3 

Butter  ... 

0 

3 

Quarter  ending 
June,  1894. 

22 

10 

6 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Milk 

Butter  ... 

Spirits  ... 

Giound  Ginger 

Pepper  ... 

Laid 

Margatine 

20 

10 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

15 

Milk 

12 

3 

5 

Butter  ... 

5 

1 

Lard 

1 

Quarter  ending 

1 

Tapioca  ... 

1 

30th  Sep.,  1894. 

1 

1 

Pepper  ... 

Mutard... 

1 

1 

1 

Cayenne... 

1 

1 

Oatmeal... 

1 

6 

Spit  its  ... 

6 

13 

Milk 

13 

Quarter  ending 

7 

Butter  ... 

6 

1 

31st  Dec.,  1894. 

2 

Lard 

2 

4 

Spirits  ... 

3 

1 

104 

92 

12 

TT 

Table  of  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1894,  in  the  Urban  Sanitari 


Names  of  Localities 

Mortality  from  all  Causes, 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

Mortality  from 

adopted  for  the  purpose 
of  these  Statistics  ; 
Public  Institutions 
being  shown  as 
Separate  Localities. 
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G 
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CG 

1 

G 

O 
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2 
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Bishop  Street  Ward... 

196 

72 

31 

\ 

10 

9 

41 

33 

f Under  5 
( 5 upwards 

1 

1 

Gosford  Street  Ward 

192 

62 

27 

7 

7 

51 

38 

i Under  5 

t 5 upwards 

... 

Earl  Street  Ward  .. 

146 

45 

16 

6 

7 

37 

35 

Under  5 

\ 5 upwards 

. . . 

• 

White  Friars’  Ward... 

133 

34 

27 

4 

8 

25 

35 

j Under  5 
lv  5 upwards 

• • 

... 

Spon  Street  Ward  ... 

120 

36 

17 

4 

9 

34 

20 

^ Under  5 
( 5 upwards 

... 

... 

• 

Workhouse  

74 

3 

2 

... 

1 

25 

43 

j'  Under  5 
( 5 upwards 

... 

. 

General  Hospital 

24 

1 

6 

2 

1 

11 

3 

| Under  5 

5 upwards 

... 

1 

: 

City  Hospital  ... 

14 

... 

5 

6 

1 

2 

| Under  5 
lv  5 upwards 

1 

4 

6 

• 

Bond’s  and  Ford’s 
Hospitals  

4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• • 

4 

f Under  5 

t 5 upwards 

. . . 

• 

Totals  ...  ... 

903 

253 

131 

39 

43 

226 

211 

j'  Under  5 
( 5 upwards 

1 

6 

7 

( 

c 

]|; 

1 

The 

subjoined  Numbers  have  also  to 

BE  taken 

13 

Deaths  occurring  out-N 
side  the  district  among 
persons  belonging 
thereto  ...  ..., 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I Under  5 

5 upwards 

... 

... 

Deaths  occurring  witlW 
in  the  district  among 
persons  not  belonging 
thereto  ...  ...  , 

12 

1 

1 

7 

2 

( Under  5 

( 5 upwards 

1 

i (A). 


t of  Coventry,  classifed  according  to  Diseases,  Ages  and  Localities. 


|d  Causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 
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DUNT  IN  JUDGING  OF  THE  ABOVE  Re'JORDS  OF  MORTALITY. 


1 

4 


2 

10 


TABLE  (B). 

Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
during  the  year  1894,  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Coventry,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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